
●  9:30 - 10:30 | WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS
        -ASHER BIEMANN, UFUK TOPKARA, TUGRUL KURT  (CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS)                                                                                                     
        -ANDREA LEHNER-HARTMANN  (DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF CATHOLIC THEOLOGY)
        -KURT APPEL  (RESEARCH CENTER „RELIGION AND TRANSFORMATION IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY”)
        -WOLFGANG SOBOTKA  (FORMER MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR AND PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AUSTRIA)

●  10:30 – 1O:45 | SHORT BREAK

●  10:45 - 12:00 | PANEL 1: : SELF-CRITICISM AND DIALOGUE
       -SHLOMO ZUCKIER :  HOLY ENVY AND HOLY SITES: ZERO SUM AND ADDITIVE MODELS
       -EPHRAIM MEIR :  SELF-CRITICISM IN MARTIN BUBER'S ' I  AND THOU' AND IN MARTIN NGUYEN'S 'MODERN MUSLIM THEOLOGY

●  12:00 - 13:00 LUNCH

●  13:00 – 14:15 | PANEL 2: PHILOSOPHICAL APPROACHES TO CRITIQUE. TEXT STUDY & DISCUSSION
       -JENNIFER GEDDES :  HANNAH ARENDT AND CRITIQUE
       -ELLIOT NIBLOCK :  WALTER BENJAMIN AND CRITIQUE
 
●  14:15 - 14:30 COFFEE BREAK 

●  14:30 – 15:45 | PANEL 3: SUNNI DISCOURSES ON CRISIS AND CRITIQUE
       -FRANK GRIFFEL :  SUNNI ISLAM’S CRISIS AT THE END OF THE 11TH CENTURY AND THE FORMATION OF POST-CLASSICAL ISLAM
       -MOHAMMAD GHARAIBEH :  SUNNI DISCOURSES ON CRITIQUE AND SELF-CRITIQUE ACROSS PREMODERN AND MODERN PERIODS

●  15:45 - 16:00 | COFFEE BREAK

●  16:00 - 17:30 | PANEL 4: MODERN PHILOSOPHY, CRISIS, AND INTERRELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES
       -ESMA ÜNSAL :  FROM CRISIS TO CRITIQUE: İSMAIL HAKKI İZMIRLI'S NEW KALĀM AND MUSTAFA ŞEKIP TUNÇ'S PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION 
       -RANDI RASHKOVER :  CONTINUITY, CRISIS AND THE SCIENCES: AN EXAMINATION OF THE THOUGHT OF LEO STRAUSS AND 
        MUHAMMAD IQBAL
       -CEDRIC COHEN-SKALLI :  ABRAHAM SERFATI (1926-2010),  POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS CRITIQUE AND 
         SELF-CRITICISM, IN MOROCCO, ISRAEL-PALESTINE, AND FRANCE

●  17:30 – 18:00 | SHORT BREAK

●  18:00 - 19:30 | KEYNOTE ADDRESS 1 WITH WELCOME
       -MODERATOR:  KATHARINA IVANY
       -WELCOME ADDRESS: ÜMIT VURAL  (PRESIDENT OF THE ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY IN AUSTRIA, IGGÖ)
       -KEYNOTE LECTURER: NATAN SZNAIDER :  CRISIS, CRITIQUE AND SELF-CRITIQUE: 
        A CURRENT ASSESSMENT FROM A JEWISH PERSPECTIVE: THE VIEWS OF HANNAH ARENDT AND ALBERT MEMMI.

Monday, October 20, 2025
Program-Day One

Location: Dean’s Meeting Room of the Catholic‐        
                 Theological Faculty (KTF)
                 Universitätsring 1 (Staircase 8, 2nd Floor)
                 1010 Vienna

●  MUSIC: SEDA & AZIZ EROL

●  19:30 | DINNER (OPEN BUFFET, SERVED AT CONFERENCE SITE)



●  09:30 – 10:45 | PANEL 1: CRITIQUE AND SELF-CRITIQUE IN CULTURAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXTS
        -YANIV FELLER :  MUSEUMS AS SITES OF CRITIQUE AND SELF-CRITIQUE
        -ESRA ALMAS AND JACK KUGELMASS :  ABSENT CRITIQUE: JEWISH MUSEUMS IN ISTANBUL AND ATHENS

●  10:45 – 11:00 | COFFEE BREAK

●  11:00 – 12:30 | PANEL 2: POLITICAL THEOLOGY AND THE NATION-STATE
        -ELIAS SACKS :  POLITICAL THEOLOGY AND THE JEWISH JESUS: THE CASE OF ELIJAH ZVI SOLOVEITCHIK
        -MENAHEM LORBERBAUM :  SOVEREIGNTY OR SOUL: THE THEOLOGICAL-POLITICAL SNARE OF THE NATION STATE
        -SHIRA BILLET :  NO TRUTHFULNESS WITHOUT HUMILITY: JEWISH PHILOSOPHICAL APPROACHES TO SELF-KNOWLEDGE, 
         SELF-EXAMINATION, AND SELF-CRITICISM AS BUILDING BLOCKS OF KNOWLEDGE

●  12:30 – 13:30 | LUNCH BREAK

●  14:00 – 16:30 | CITY TOUR OF MUSLIM/JEWISH VIENNA
         -GERNOT GALIB STANFEL / ELANA SHAPIRA
  
●  16:30 – 17:00 | COFFEE BREAK / REGROUP

●  17:00 – 18:30 | PANEL 5: MYSTICISM, NONMATERIAL POLITICS, AND ESOTERIC TRADITIONS
        -NICHOLAS JUDT :  MY PLACE IS THE PLACELESS: NONMATERIAL POLITICS BETWEEN THE MURĪDIYYA OF SENEGAL AND EARLY HASIDISM
        -NERMIN HATAY :  THE METHODOLOGIES OF ZAHIR-BATIN DISTINCTIONS IN SUFI THOUGHT AND JEWISH TRADITIONS
        -ARTHUR SCHECHTER :“CRITIQUE AND MORAL FAILURE: WAS THE RISE OF SHI ʿ ISM IN IRAN ETHICALLY LEGIBLE?”

●  19:00 DINNER FOR CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS

Tuesday, October 21, 2025
Program-Day Two

Departement for Islamic-Theological Studies
 University of Vienna
 Seminar Room i2/3, Ground Floor
 Schenkenstraße 8–10
 1010 Vienna



●  09:30 – 10:45 | PANEL 1: JEWISH THOUGHT IN MODERN TRANSFORMATIONS AND CRISES
         -ASHER J. MATTERN :  JEWISH CONCEPTUAL CONSTELLATIONS AND FASCIST THOUGHT
         -ELISABETH BECKER-TOPKARA :  “WHY NOT PEACE?” ALBERT EINSTEIN AND THE JEWISH UNIVERSALIST TRADITION IN CRISIS

●  10:45 – 11:00 | COFFEE BREAK

●  11:00 – 12:15 | PANEL 2: INTERRELIGIOUS FORMATION AND DIALOGUE
          -FAHIMAH ULFAT :  CRISES AND CRITIQUE IN INTERRELIGIOUS EDUCATIONAL PROCESSES: SELF-CRITICAL 
           PERSPECTIVES ON THE HISTORICAL AND CURRENT RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN JEWS AND MUSLIMS 
           FROM AN ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PERSPECTIVE
          -SHANKAR NAIR :  FROM SELF-BLAME TO SULTAN-CRITIQUE: REPENTANCE IN 
           SARMAD KASHANI (D. 1661),  A JEWISH MYSTIC IN MUSLIM/HINDU SOUTH ASIA

●  12:30 – 13:30 | LUNCH BREAK

●  14:30 – 16:30 | CITY TOUR OF MUSLIM/JEWISH VIENNA
        -GERNOT GALIB STANFEL / ELANA SHAPIRA

●  17:30 – 18:00 | COFFEE BREAK / REGROUP

●  18:00 – 19:30 | KEYNOTE ADDRESS 2 & CONCLUDING REMARKS
         -INTRODUCTION: ASHER BIEMANN
         -WELCOME: RABBI SCHLOMO ELIESER HOFMEISTER ,  MSC, COMMUNITY RABBI OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF VIENNA (IKG WIEN)
         -KEYNOTE LECTURER: UFUK TOPKARA :  CRISIS AND SELF-CRITIQUE: A CURRENT ASSESSMENT FROM A MUSLIM PERSPECTIVE: NOEMI CALL

●  MUSIC: GERNOT GALIB STANFEL

●  20:00 | CONFERENCE ENDS WITH DINNER

Wednesday, October 22, 2025
Program-Day Three

Location: Dekanatsitzungssaal
                 Universitätsring 1 (Staircase 8, 2nd Floor)
                 1010 Vienna

Location: Dean’s Meeting Room of the Catholic‐       
                 Theological Faculty (KTF)
                 Universitätsring 1 (Staircase 8, 2nd Floor)
                 1010 Vienna


